
The Talk of Totterdown Issue 1 Spring 2006 

From the Editor �

Totterdown has so much going for 
it: parks, green spaces, good 
views, down to earth community 
spirit and all this only a stone�s 
throw from the city centre. It also 
has a fly or two in the ointment, 
parking, traffic, and let�s face it, 
we can all be a bit slovenly from 
time to time. But vibrant, effective 
communities don�t just happen;
somebody�s got to make them. 
That�s why we formed TRESA. 
That�s why we have a newsletter. 
And that�s why we�re asking you 
to join us. We want to involve all 
sections of the community and all 
ages (although for simplicity 
membership itself is only open to 
the over 18s). As a member of 
TRESA on email we can notify 
you at short notice of community 
developments, meetings or events
that might interest or affect you. 
And if 800 people out of the 
over 2,000 households in 
Totterdown become members of 
TRESA at �2 a year, we can
have a 4 page A3 size quarterly 
newsletter in colour (those 
cartoons on the back page would 
look even more fab), that told us 
what was happening, what 
services were available, and 
what fun things were going on.
Do you know who runs your local 
shops for example? What�s going 
on for kids? The good places to 
hang out? Where you can get a 
prescription on a Sunday? Or 
how to get rid of that pesky sofa 
that�s been knocking around for 
yonks? The Talk of Totterdown can 
tell you all this and more.

Does it herald a European style culture or 24 hour binge 

drinking? In actual fact the Licensing Act 2005 results from 

supermarket pressure to sell alcohol 24 hours a day. At the same 

time, the new law also allows pubs to apply for longer opening 

hours. 

A pub must display a blue notice in large print for 28 days to 

apply to vary its licence. But notices have either not been 

displayed properly or no one notices them. Objections have to be 

made to the licensing office within 28 days and the licensing 

committee of the council hears all new applications. Only those 

who object in writing can give their views at the public hearing. 

Unless anyone objects, pubs more or less get what they want. 

Now all four pubs in Totterdown, The Bush, The Shakespeare, 

The Oxford and The New Found Out, have slightly different 

opening hours. The Oxford has not yet applied for extended 

hours. However they all have signed up to `no admittance or re 

admittance after 11.00pm� and none are allowed to have music 

after 11.00pm from Sunday to Thursday. No drinking outside 

after 10.00pm is allowed either.

Council policy clearly states that pubs in residential areas must 

consider the effect of later opening hours but the three member 

licensing committee seems to have ignored this. If you are 

concerned about noise inside or outside one of the pubs, find out 

the conditions of their licence by phoning 9142340 or emailing 

Emma_lake@bristol-city.gov.uk and asking for a copy of the 

licensing conditions for that pub. Once you have these you can 

ascertain whether they are acting within the law.

Finally, beware TEN�s and lock-ins. A TEN is a `temporary event 

notice�. Pubs can apply for up to 12 of these each year. This is 

why The Oxford could open until midnight on the weekends 

leading up to Christmas. And Lock-ins. Well that�s a whole other 

article�

The state of the planters outside Tesco and the shops on Oxford 

Street � Bushes full of trash.

- sort it out!

Inconsiderate and just rubbish parking outside Tescos.

- see if you can work out what the double yellow lines mean�

Come to think of it�Parking on street corners, junctions and 

pavements everywhere.

- do you really want your car scraped and shunted?

The decrepit and shabby state of the back of the shops (Tesco 

and the others) on the Wells Road.

- The ugly face of Totterdown

Queueing in Tescos.

- can�t be bothered, let�s try across the road!

That busted sign hanging off the Cumberland, and the rubbish 

dump left in the side doorway.

- mend it and get rid�

Dog s**t on our pavements � it�s foul!

- it�s your dog, so can you clean my prams wheels please?

Agree or disagree? If you�d like to nominate what�s hot or what�s not for the next issue, drop us a line in the TRESA letterbox 

Friendly neighbours and the �Totterdown Vibe� 

- feelin� good!!

The Banana Boat � Fresh fruit and veg served with a smile and 

a chat

- are you getting five a day?

Victoria Park � A fantastic asset on our doorstep, now with its 

own �parky� and a great new play area for the little �uns 

� a breath of fresh air!

Bocacina � Fab pizzas with top toppings and more. Eat in or 

delivered to your door 

� the business!

Superb new mural behind the gym � local artist delivers 

something for us all to enjoy.

- that�s better!

The Shakey � Still rules for good beer and music.

- mine�s a pint�

Live footie in the Bush

- if only City could get their act together�

WHAT�S HOT & WHAT�S NOT IN TOTTERDOWN

- Dan Cooke gives a regular barometer of the good, the bad and the ugly in our neighbourhood�

Aroona Smith MBE
Aroona is part of Totterdown�s 
biggest Asian family. Born in 
Lahore, her father was posted 
to the British Embassy in Tehran 
and their family then moved to 
Totterdown in 1962. They were 
the first Asian family in 
Totterdown. She was the only 
black child at Knowle Juniors 
(now Hillcrest) but although
local people hadn�t known 
Asian people before, she 
integrated into the community 
very quickly. As a graduate at 
20, looking for work in the 
textile industry, she had to 
move away to the North to find 
work in retail. Later on, 
married and with two growing 
daughters, she �repatriated� to 
Totterdown where the Asian 
community had by then become 
quite large. This provided a 
number of prospects for work, 
and Aroona began a career as 
a community worker, planning 
social, educational and cultural 
activities in our neck of the 
woods. Through this work it 
became clear to Aroona that 
something was missing here, 
and this is where she first set up 
Silai�
Aroona�s story continues in the 
next issue.

Although most local residents haven�t yet been consulted, the 

Bristol Waterside Arena (on the land between 3-lamps and 

Temple Meads) is due to open in 2 or 3 years time. Plans are 

probably quite advanced by now.

The 10,000 seat Arena will be a whopping 100 feet (30 

metres) high and the scheme includes three 15 storey blocks 

of flats, one 15 storey hotel and 500 parking spaces. 500 car 

parking spaces will (obviously) not be enough for 10,000 

visitors and they will not all come by train.

Park and Ride? Even if the park and ride is brilliant, a 

significant number of folk will still try to park near the Arena 

site. Do we want our streets full of illegally double-parked cars 

(as happens near Ashton Gate when a match is on)?

Congestion? The main roads through Totterdown are already 

full up. Thousands of extra cars trying to get to the Arena just 

before an event starts will bring this side of the City to a 

standstill.  

Residents Parking Scheme? These cost serious money. 

The developer / operator will be causing the problem and 

MUST pay ALL costs. They really cannot expect us to cough 

up �50 or �100 per car � every year � to park outside our 

own houses. 

Developers routinely contribute towards things like traffic 

calming as a condition of planning permission. So the Arena is 

not just something to object to � it�s a real opportunity to get 

a brilliant Arena AND nice things like landscaping of open 

spaces and improved pedestrian and cycle routes, etc. 

Totterdown is due to be consulted in April. TRESA will be 

included in this and you would be very welcome to join us. In 

any event, please don�t get overlooked. 

The two faces 
of Totterdown

Bristol Waterside 
Arena by Tim Sterling

Totterdown Pub Guide 
by Cllr Christopher Orlik

Hot � �Not 

Planning appeal notice: Conversion of existing gym, offices & vacant YMCA club to gym, caf�/wine bar and 19 residential flats. If 

you have concerns about this application the deadline for views is strictly 20 March 2006. The inspector must receive 3 copies of 

your letter. Write to The Planning Inspectorate, Room 3/18b, Temple Quay House, 2 The Square, Bristol BS1 6PN, quoting ref no 

APP/Z0116/A/06/2007735/NWF. For further information, appeals documents can be viewed at Brunel House, St George�s Road. 
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