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From the Editor

Green shoots of
Totterdown?

the Talk of Totterdown
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‘Front Garden’ Festival 2006

Plans for the ‘front garden’ festival are going well. 1

Front garden awards

If you haven't entered your garden for an award yet, there is still time. You can enter for one or more of the following categories:

Creative use of your front garden for storage (bins, bikes etc)

Window hoxes and hanging baskets

Most spectacular single plant

Creative hard landscaping (sculpture, tiles etc)

Overall use of plants

Judging will take place on Saturday 15" July. 7 winners will each receive a certificate and a Focus DiY and Gardening advantage card which will entitle
them to 10% off all purchases at Focus for 6 months. We are very grateful to the manager of Focus, Bath Road for donating the prizes.

Garden market

Amarket is being arranged on ‘Zone N, the patch of land in front of the YMCA building, on Sunday 16% July between (£.00am and 4.00pm. Stalls will include a
plant swap (please bring along any cuttings or plants you wish to donate or swap with your neighbours); gardening books and magazines; pots and
equipment; bedding plants; and refreshments. If you have an idea for a garden stall then please get in touch.

Entertainment

Warwick at 77e Shakespearepub has agreed to accept our challenge of playing garden music non-stop for at least one hour (we wanted to make it two
hours but he said it was impossible!) So if you can think of any records about gardens, other than Octopus’s Garden, then call in for a pint and pass on your
ideas. Oh, and while you are there, have a look at the fantastic new garden at the back of the pub!

Meanwhile, Hayley at fres/ vibes aance (please see page 4 for more information) is working on her plan to bring street dancing to Totterdown, and Kate is
hoping to organise a gig.

Contact details

If you have any other ideas, or would like to help in any way, then please contact TRESA:

In writing. c/o Patco supermarket, Wells Road, Totterdown BS4 2BS (the green letterbox!)

By email. katepollardxx@hotmail.com - By telephoning the secretary. Kate Pollard 977 6744 - Via the TRESA website.
www.tresa.orq.uk 7arough the editor of The Talk of Totterdown.tresa.md@hlueyonder.co.uk

Aroona’s story — continued from
Spring issue by Kate Pollard

Aroona noticed the need amongst
local Asian women to buy
traditional clothes locally, which
were simply not available. As
sewing (or Silai in Urdu) was an
acceptable vocation in the eyes of
Asian husbands and in-laws, so
Aroona set up the Silai project,
industrial equipment and all, in one
room at the Totterdown YMCA for
women to make their own. She was
and still is its Director. By 1996,
Silai was addressing so many
needs so successfully, it needed
much more space. So Aroona
raised the funding to move it to a
much larger space, in Easton. lts
purpose remains to try and meet
the needs of all domestic minority
groups.

Silai’s huge development across the
board at its new 176 Easton Road
base is a whole story of its own
which you can find at its multi-
lingual website www.silai.org.uk or
by ringing 9415180. Aroona’s
MBE award was in recognition of
her extensive development of Silai.
She says that as an Asian woman
from Totterdown she feels
privileged to be Director of Silai, a
lovely place, and her work to be
marked with an MBE. Totterdown is
proud of you too, Aroonal

Zounds! The Lounge in Totterdown? The people behind the Lounge are Dave and his busirjess_

i partners Alex and Jake (the latter two live in Knowle and Victoria
I¥'s taken four years, but Totterdown has eventually got a Lounge ) . . e
bar. And soon we're going to find out if the wait was worth it. Park). They ve been involved in some of Bristol's most successful
| _ _ restaurant projects (such as Byzantium, Spyglass and the Glass Boat)
When Dave Reid and his partners came up and they share a vision for what makes a successful bar. They avoid
with the theme for Lounge, they identified city centre sites and concentrate on areas where there are pubs and
Totterdown as the perfect setting for their cafés but nowhere that combines the best of both those worlds.
brand of ‘community-based bars ‘. But they “We see ourselves as a community-based meeting place,” said
Dave. “We'll have a community noticeboard and book swap at Banco
Lounge. We want to create a vibe in Totterdown. A lot of people
come into our other bars two or three times a day - for a coffee in the
morning, for something to eat at lunch time and for a drink in the
evening. It's an easy-going friendly atmosphere and you can get a
full meal or a snack all day long.

And who knows, the arrival of a Lounge could have the same
impact on the Wells Road as it has had on North Street. “We were
one of the first bars on North Street,” said Dave. “It was us and the
Tobacco Factory that were a catalyst for what's happened in North
Street. The same effect could happen in Totterdown.”

couldn’t find a suitable site and pressed ahead with the project in
Southville, where they opened Lounge in North Street. They then
launched the Tinto Lounge in Bishopston and followed up the
successful formula with the Deco Lounge in Cotham and Porto
Lounge in Fishponds.

“We weren't going to open any more Lounge bars in Bristol, but
Totterdown came up,” Dave told Talk of Totterdown. “We’d been
trying to get a site in Totterdown for four years and we'd looked at the
YMCA a couple of years ago, but it wasn't available, but by chance
we were approached by the owner of the building and decided to do
it.”

So what can we expect from the new Banco Lounge and why
does Dave think that Totterdown is the ideal setting for his style of
bar?

“The décor will be reclaimed wood, pine floorboards, church
chairs and 1930 Art Deco lights from a cinema,” he said. “We try to
tailor the Lounge to the area — Cotham is more like a restaurant,
Southville is more like a bar. Totterdown will be more like Southville. |
think a lot of veggie stuff will go down well in Totterdown.”
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Banco Lounge in the

YMCA in Totterdown
is due to open at the

beginning of July.

Letters

‘Alocal resident who hates mobile phones' told TRESA: was hot and not. Suzanne Audrey follows up.
‘First of all, when covering plastic recycling (7o7issue 1), please & (1 Cumberland

can you point out that there are only a couple of types of plastic

(out of the 8 or 9 that we throw away) that are accepted for ' %
recycling? I think it is type 1 or 2, the rest must not be put in or thg
collected plastic will be unacceptable/worth less to the re-cycling
company. . %

Totterdown Talkback last issue Dan Cooke reported what

‘Secondly, Vodaphone has won an appeal to put up a mobile
mast outside 233 Wells Rd (near the doctor’s surgery). They 1
applied last Sept, were turned down but have won an appeal.
The mast will be a black structure 10m tall with a grey cabinet “( 0 %
near it on the pavement. The application no. is
APP/2011/A/05/1190041.

Yours etc’

For planning applications and objections, please see page 3, Ed




