Tut! Tut! Take care of your Bin

Hello, fellow residents. Lavender Broom of Totterdown
Mansions is here again to inspire you with my rallying cry
‘Tut, tut!’ (Tidy Up Totterdown, Tactfully Uphold Taste!)

I was delighted with the response to my concern about unruly hedges.
Two of my neighbours donned their gardening gloves immediately.
Those of you who have been slower to take action will no doubt be
inspired by TRESA'’s forthcoming front garden festival. Meanwhile, I
will inform you of my next campaign.

Refuse bins are not something we want to think about, but they are
necessary. Mr Broom normally deals admirably with that side of things at
Totterdown Mansions. However, I am aware that some residents are less
considerate and I am determined to inspire you to take care of your bins.

Wheelie bins are not attractive but I have been experimenting with ways
to improve their appearance. The crocheted bin cover was not a success.
Although it fitted snugly at first, it became heavy and stretched in wet
weather, rather like the swimming trunks I knitted for Mr Broom’s 30"
birthday. (It really was misguided of the Woman’s Own to encourage
readers to create swimwear that bordered on the indecent.)

My next idea has proved more successful. For just a few pounds I have
stencilled a witty floral design — lavender and broom — onto the bin. If
you choose to follow my example, I do hope you will select a tasteful
design, perhaps to complement your newly painted front door or garden
gate if it hasn’t seen a lick of paint in recent years.
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Our own, rather more expensive, timber and lattice screen is now
complete which means that you will only be able to glimpse my floral
design on refuse collection days. This brings me to my final point. The
good residents of Totterdown only wish to glimpse your bin on refuse
collection days rather than seeing it in the street for weeks on end.

Over a glass of Bristol Cream, Cllr Mark Bailey explained that regulations
prohibit residents from leaving their bins on the pavement other than on
collection days. Offenders can be reported to the council who will put a
sticker on the bin warning that ‘ This wheeled bin must not be left on the footpath
between collections as it may cause an obstruction to pedestrians. Failure to comply
with this request will result in the bin being removed.’ Cllr Bailey added that if a
particular road is causing concern, he will arrange for stickers to be applied
to the offending bins (Telephone: 377 3524 or Email: mark_bailey@bristol-
city.gov.uk). However, it need not come to that. Take care of your bin —
keep it clean, make it attractive, store it tidily. Tut! Tut!

Please help us!

The lives of residents living in streets overlooking the waste transfer stations on Albert Road,
as reported in the Spring issue of The Talk of Totterdown, continue to be blighted by noise
levels which, measured at the top of the hill, exceed the sound limit allowed at the front gates
of the transfer stations!

Many of the residents have lived in this part of Totterdown for a long time: 20, 40, even 56
years. Nearby companies do not have the right to ruin the lives of residents and drive us from
our homes. If the waste transfer stations enclosed their yards and sound insulated their
sheds, the nuisance would be less intrusive. They can easily afford this, as they are making a|
fortune. But they need persuading by the voices of local people.

Please support your fellow residents by writing to Aled Williams, Senior Pollution Control
Officer, Bristol City Council, Brunel House, St George’s Road, Bristol BS1 5UY
(pollutioncontrol@bristol-city.gov.uk) pointing out the current level of nuisance is intolerable
and the current planning conditions are not enforced.

For further background or information about the situation please either email Geoff on
tresa.md@blueyonder.co.uk or ring 9772392.

You can view planning applications on Bristol City
Council’s website at www.bristol-city.gov.uk and type
‘weekly list’ into the search facility. Are you adversely
affected by a planning issue? Let TRESA know.
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Hard Rain? - Jim Tigwell, local singer and guitarist, tells The Talk of Totterdown
that he is concerned about a growing ‘front garden’ trend

,."rf\-\ Travelling around Bristol, you can’t help but notice the number of

\\\\\ front gardens that have been paved, or covered with concrete or

X" tarmac in recent years. Sadly, it is damaging the environment. A
recent report found that in London alone 12 square miles of front
garden have been paved. That's the equivalent of concreting over 22 Hyde Parks,
and the trend is worrying in all UK cities.

The main environmental issue is that rainfall, absorbed slowly by soil and lawn,
runs off paving so that drains are unable to cope with big downpours. This potentially
contributes to more serious flooding. Wildlife habitats are also lost and, because
vegetation filters dust and regulates temperatures, cities with more paved gardens
are hotter and dustier with poorer quality air.

So, if anyone is thinking of paving over their front garden, please consider just
doing part of it and landscaping, or re-landscaping, the rest (unfortunately pots won't
solve the problem). There are numerous books on the subject of garden design these
days, and there are some great ideas for designing front gardens on the Royal
Horticultural Society website at www.rhs.org.uk

Research shows that a presentable front and back garden can add up to 6 per
cent to the value of your house - on a £160,000 house that means an extra £9,600!

Too Many Mini Motors Tim Sterling reports

Have you had your peace disturbed by a noisy and
dangerous go-ped or mini motorbike being ridden
illegally in Totterdown or Victoria Park?

Go-ped riders must be at least 16 years old, wear a
helmet and have a license. The vehicle must be
registered with the DVLA, have a current tax disc,
insurance, a number plate, lights, etc.

Bristol Police say "We welcome your calls to alert us to problems of this
nature in order that we can target the correct areas". Contact them on
0845 — 4567000 if you can help.

What's on -

Tues 13 June: 7.30pm TRESA meeting, Bocabar, Paintworks, Bath Road

Sat 17 June: St Mary Redcliffe Primary School Fete at St Mary Redcliffe Church
Sat 1 July: Hillcrest School Summer Fair

Sun 16 July: Front Garden Market in front of the YMCA.

Wed-Sun 26 to 30 July: Love Bristol Festival (www.lovebristolfest.org)

Sat 9 September: Upper Totterdown Street Party (thc)

Weekend 17- 19 November: Front Room Art Trail (tbc)

If you'd like an event included in What's On send details to
tresa.md@blueyonder.co.uk.

Community Care Assessments- What you can expect? Public
service information from Bristol City Council’s City-Wide 215A Team

Bristol City Council provide a specialist team of Social Workers and a Support Worker
who provide services to people living with HIV infection, AIDS, and their Carers.

Anyone wishing to make a referral to the team or refer themselves should contact Bristol
Care Direct on 0800 444 000. After referral you will be offered a Community Care
Assessment. This is a process of finding out about your circumstances and needs, and if we
are able to help you. The questions we will ask will be around your health, care, social and
cultural needs. We have a system called Fair Access to Care Services which enables us to
establish if you are eligible for our support. We can also signpost you to other organisations
that may be able to help.

The type of services we offer include-
1. Support Worker Service- practical and emotional support
2.  Respite Breaks- can be provided for Service Users and Carers
3.  Home-Care- assistance with accessing personal and domestic care
4.  Carers Assessments- a separate Assessment for Carers to look at their needs.

All referrals and information gained from an assessment will be treated as confidential
and shared only within the City-wide 215A Team (HIV Team). With your consent information
can be shared with other agencies, if they need to know this information in order to provide
services. Only in exceptional circumstances, such as in the case of an accident, would
information legally be shared without consent.

Talk of Totterdown was sorry to hear of the passing on of John Smith who lived
at 1 Upper Street for more than 50 years. Mr Smith was a real Totterdown
character and a good neighbour. He had a deep affection for the area and its
community. He leaves many friends young and old.

Allotment holders at Perretts Park were saddened to hear of the death of Norman
James, the allotment supervisor for many years. Hundreds of Totterdown
allotment holders over the years will remember Norman with respect and
affection. We will sorely miss his conversations, observations and
recommendations.




