
Christmas Issue sponsored by Quartet and the Tobacco Factory – with help from our lovely advertisers and TRESA members! 
 

Luke Egan created the signature 
installation at this year’s Front 
Room Art Trail. The smoldering 
torpedo tail atop the Glasnost 
Restaurant, William Street, is in 
the upper right hand corner of the 
picture above. It might look a bit 
subtle in black and white, but the 
apocalyptic evening light set the 
sculpture off spectacularly at the 
time!  
Luke’s website for Designs in Air 
can be seen at www.designsinair.com 

WALL WORTH IT! – by Richard 

Jones    
Residents on the Arnos Vale side of 
Totterdown have brightened up a drab 
piece of wall with a fantastic mural of 
Totterdown. The wall, opposite the 
park on School Road (pictured right) 
was painted in dull, grey anti-graffiti 
paint which added to the run-down 
look of the area at the back of the 
abandoned Texaco garage. But now 
it’s the focal point as you enter Upper 
Totterdown. Sean Busby from Upper 
Street organised the mural and raised 
donations from local residents totalling 
£300. Sean, who is a TRESA member, 

Pictured to the left 
is Luke’s 2005 
Front Room Art 
Trail, Hill Street  

installation: more Octopussy than fishy!  

 

for matched  funding from the City Council’s Clean and Green project. 
TRESA supported the application and Clean and Green committed £300 to 
the project. 

Sean and a group of neighbours then invited designs from several artists 
and chose Andrew Council’s idea of a landscape of Upper Totterdown 
featuring steep hills and landmarks such as Holy Nativity Church and Arnos 
Vale Cemetery. 

Sean said: “What we have now is a cheerful and vibrant mural which 
serves as a visual welcome to the area. The feedback has been positive and 
I hope it will inspire other projects.” 

If you want to come up with a similar project for your part of Totterdown, 
join TRESA and get our backing. You’re far more likely to get a grant or 
matched funding if you have the support of a properly constituted community 
group than if you go it alone. 
 

The Talk of Totterdown 

Must See 
Christmas 

Panto  
Page 1 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
I have spoken to several of my neighbours over the years about this 

issue and some of them told me they are actually quite scared when cars 
screech around the corner to get to Wells Road. It’s interesting to hear 
how my neighbours have developed various coping methods, ranging from 
shutting the windows, blinds and turning up the music or some just sit it 
out in their backroom until it’s over. On a number of occasions I have 
found myself standing by my front gate (probably looking like a madman) 
and staring the rat-runners in the eye as they zoom up the road. It seems 
to make them slow down but why are they here in the first place? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Its also worth noting Stanley Hill currently has an application pending 

with Bristol City council (ref 06/03933/P) for 6 “workshops” and 9 flats to 
be built on the Wessex Glass site. Quite what type of business will be 
allowed in the “workshops” is yet to be seen. The thought of yet more 
traffic pouring into our street is worrying. 

Please see page 3 for comments from a traffic engineer on rat-running. 
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Still no news on plans for the development of a 10,000 seat arena by Temple Meads station. Although consultation on what will go there was due to start 
almost a year ago, it seems that the developers and local authorities are still locked in negotiation about what should go on the site and who should pay 
for it. To keep up on the latest news visit www.tresa.org.uk/issues/arena.htm or join our email list. 

RAT RAGEOUS! by Martyn Trowbridge  

Stanley Hill is a quiet back street, with friendly neighbours of 
all ages who find time to chat and pass the time with each other. 
However come 5pm on a weekday and any chatting is 
impossible as the street turns into a mini Grand Prix, complete 
with speeding 4X4 gas-guzzlers, vans and the rest using it as a 
main artery feeder for traffic between Bath and Wells Road. 
 
 I moved here 5 years ago and have watched the 

amount of cars using this street gradually increase. 
Other neighbouring streets, Highgrove Street, 
Bathwell Road etc suffer from the same problem. 

Countless letters have been written to Bristol City Council and 
visits have been made by our local councillors. The last reply I 
had from the council states “I appreciate the situation that you 
have described and understand the problems faced by yourself 
and other residents”, however it went on to say “There are 
currently no traffic management measures proposed for the road 
in question”. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 


